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Ben Piersma of Ben's Backwoods designed and produces a small spruce handled firesteel that is not only highly functional and handy, but mighty attractive as 


well. 
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Ben's Backwoods Mini Firesteel 


It is likely that just about everyone reading on this magazine has either used or at least knows how to use a firesteel 
(the ferrocerium type). These miracles of metallurgy are not only remarkable and efficient fire making devices but 
have a sort of old-time feel that harkens back to traditional flint & steel methods. 


Just recently I was placing an order with Ben's Backwoods and to make my free shipping amount I added one of his 
locally made mini firesteels. 


This was about the neatest thing I added to the order....not because it is a new and unique method of firemaking but 
because he has executed this simple little tool so well. 


Ben has his cousin add a Spruce handle to a short-Scout diameter firesteel rod, and then add a gutted paracord loop. 
The whole package is handy, comfortable to hold and strike, and just eye pleasing. I know eye pleasing does not 
make it start fires any faster but it sure does make me want to add it to my kit. 



I looped this to my Victorinox Farmer and the combo is just right. The loop is long enough to not interfer with the use 
of the knife, saw and other tools. 


Ben's MiniScout Firesteel 
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Ben's Backwoods Mini Firesteel 


MiniScout and Farmer 

Tinder, the MiniScout firesteel and the excellent swiss army knife makes for an easy to carry fire kit. 



Farmer Awl and MiniScout 


The Victorinox Farmer knife has an out-the-front awl arrangement, this is a perfect tool for striking a firesteel. The 
other tools on this fine alox scaled pattern make is just about perfect for pocket carry. A main blade, saw, awl, can 
and bottle openers provide a good compliment of tools in a thin pocketable format. 



Strike 

Striking the MiniScout firesteel with the awl is easy and provides an intense shower of sparks. 


Copyright © Outdoors-Magazine.com 


Page 3/5 



















Ben's Backwoods Mini Firesteel 



Comparison of 3 Firesteels 

This image shows the MiniScout in comparison to a full-sized Swedish military (Light My Fire), firesteel, and the BSA 
Hotspark. The MiniScout is actually just a bit shorter than the Hotspark, but the firesteel is much thicker. The small 
format firesteels, along with a Bison aluminum capsule stuffed with vaseline/cotton makes for a compact and efficient 
keychain fire kit. 



Tinder pouch, Farmer and MiniScout 

About my only problem with this little firesteel is that I only ordered one. I think I may get a handful and loop them to 
my backpacks and camera bags, add one to the glove box in my cars, toss one in my stoves ditty bags, the tinder 
pouch....well pretty much everywhere could use one of these. 


Specifications Measured with a Moleskine notebook ruler... 


Total length, wood plus rod is 47mm (1 7/8 inch) 


The rod is 21 mm long ( 3/4 inch) 
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Ben's Backwoods Mini Firesteel 


The rod is 5.6mm diameter (1/4 inch, Scout diameter 
The cord is 13cm from spruce to end of the loop ( 5 inches) 

Ben (personal communication) uses a modifed Victorinox Rucksack model with his MiniScout. 

I found on my Rucksack if I took a file and squared the edge of the flat screwdriver that it works very well as a 
scraper. 

This is a modification I think I will do on my Vic Campers, the knives I keep in my vehicles. 

Resources 

Ben's Backwoods , a very nice site with a good selection of items ranging from knife blanks to books. He has several 
firesteels listed including the excellent Light My Fire Swedish steels, firesteel blanks for handle projects of your own 
and larger Spruce handled versions of this Mini-Scout. 

Here is the direct link to the Mini Scout Firesteel $5, at Ben's. 

Ben is very fast at answering email queries, his shipping is very reasonable, also very fast and free for orders over 
$ 100 . 

Let Ben know you are a member of JM's Outdoor-Magazine when you order....it will be worth it. 


Post-scriptum: 

Ver 1.0 03/03/2008 Inception 

Ver 1.5 03/10/2008 Images and Fini 
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